
Lent 5 
March 26, 2023 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley;[a] it was full of 

bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very 

many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he 

said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O 

Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and 

say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the 

Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath[b] to enter you, and you 

shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and 

you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 

sound, and behold, a rattling,[c] and the bones came together, bone to its 

bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 

come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in 

them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 

and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 

breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as 

he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 

stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 

are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 

Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O 

my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 

graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall 

live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am 

the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 
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Psalm 130  
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, | hear my voice;*  

 let your ears consider well the voice of my | supplication.  

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is | done amiss,*  

 O LORD, | who could stand?  

3 For there is forgive- | ness with you;*  

 therefore you | shall be feared.  

4 I wait for the LORD; my soul | waits for him;*  

 in his word | is my hope.  

5 My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen | for the morning,*  

 more than watchmen | for the morning.  

6 O Israel, wait | for the LORD,*  

 for with the LORD | there is mercy;  

7 with him there is plen- | teous redemption,*  

 and he shall redeem Israel from | all their sins.  

Romans 8:6-11   
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.[a] 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you[b] free in Christ Jesus 

from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened 

by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 

flesh and for sin,[c] he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live 

according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 

who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 

For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 

life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 

does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
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belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 

sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus[d] from 

the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 

dwells in you. 

 

John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped 

his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to 

him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he 

said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard 

that Lazarus[a] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 

was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 

again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking 

to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there 

not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not 

stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in 

the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these 

things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to 

awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 

will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he 

meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has 

died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 

believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin,[b] said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 

miles[c] off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the 

house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from 

God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
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again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life.[d] Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 

Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 

private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard 

it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the 

village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the 

Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly 

and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she 

fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved[e] in his spirit and greatly 

troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 

of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, 

for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that 

if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on 

account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent 

me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands 

and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

Having the Last Word 

Some years ago, there was a popular book about a young man named 

Colton Burpo and his story titled Heaven is For Real.  As a four-year-old, 
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Colton had experienced what he came to call “heaven” during emergency 
surgery and shares the remarkable evidence of that experience in the book 

written through the help of his parents.   
 

Which makes us wonder – why don’t we have such a story from Lazarus?   
If anyone would have a “heaven is for real” story, it would have been 

Lazarus!  Lazarus was not simply unconscious for a few hours during 
surgery; he was four days dead and buried! 

 
Ever smell a body that is four days into the decomposition process?  Martha 

says, “Lord, he’s been in that tomb for 4 days –by this time there will be a 
‘bad odor’!”  That’s putting it mildly! 

 
So, Lazarus, what was it like?  Being dead? Was there a bright light? 

Did you see your body floating above the tomb? Could you hear your sisters? 

 
Did you hear the voice of Jesus? 

Were you scared? 
Tell us, Lazarus – inquiring minds want to know! 

 
So why is there no “heaven is for real story” in the scriptures from Lazarus? 

 
Lazarus must have been asked those questions and more until he grew tired 

of telling the story.  And most likely, no one questioned his experience; no 
one doubted his story of his resurrection.  Certainly not the religious party 

called the Saducees!  They are the ones who claimed there is no such thing 
as resurrection!  No, far from being doubted, Lazarus’ story could become 

such a threat to their authority that the Bible tells us they decide that not 
just Jesus needed to die, but so did Lazarus!   

 

Perhaps the reason for no “heaven is for real” story from Lazarus might be 
found in a sense of uneasiness with Colton’s story.  It’s not because his story 

is not true.  While some might doubt the validity of the stories, his family 
does not. I, for one, do not doubt the story.  Nor am I bothered by it.  I 

believe the young man and his family were given a remarkable gift.   
 

No, what makes me uneasy – what saddens me – is that stories of Colton’s 
experience and many others like it, have come to be accepted as proof that, 

indeed, “heaven is for real”.  People are more willing to give more credibility 
to a four-year-old than to Jesus.   

 
People have decided that heaven is for real not because Jesus proclaims I 

am the resurrection and the life, but because a 4-year-old says so!  You can 
go on-line and buy his book, the sequel, the children’s version, and get the 



coloring book.  Now it’s even being made into a movie!  He’s become a 
celebrity!  When it comes to the subject of heaven, a 4-year old has been 

given the last word, not the Word of God.   
 

The same would have happened with Lazarus.  And as central to the story as 
Lazarus seems, it isn’t about Lazarus any more than it should have been 

about Colton – it’s about Jesus!   
 

Everything around us screams of the power of death.  We see death as the 
great Silencer, the Cosmic ‘Last Word’.  Whether it bursts upon us suddenly 

in the wake of a traumatic accident or slowly, inch-by-inch, creeps into our 
body through disease, it is a certainty. 

 
And it is final.  While life remains, there is still hope, but dead is dead.  Even 

Mary and Martha recognized that.  “If you had been here, our brother would 

not have died!”  Translation – where were you when we needed you?  It’s too 
late now – he dead!  He so dead he’s starting to stink! 

 
And the crowd around them wondered too – couldn’t this Jesus, the one who 

healed a man born blind just last week with nothing more than mud and 
spit, could not someone that powerful have kept this man from dying? 

 
But Jesus refuses to let death have the last word.  The sickness of Lazarus 

will not end in death no matter what the world says!  It will end with God 
being glorified, not a stinking corpse or dry, bleached bones on a valley floor.  

Into the silence of the even the grave it is the voice of the Jesus, not 
Lazarus, that rings with the last word: Come out! 

 
This is what the Sovereign Lord says: “My people, I am going to open your 

graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back and put my Spirit 

in you and you will live!  Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, 
and I have done it,” declares the Lord. 

 
The Lord Jesus will have the last word because he is the Word and he is the 

first and last – Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end. 
 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Prayers of the People 

Let us lift our hearts and voices to the Lord in prayer, that he would be 
merciful to his people. 

A brief silence 
 



Lord, we live in a valley of deathly shadows. Thank you for Jesus, who calls 
us by name from our tombs. Help us to firmly believe that his is our 

Resurrection and our Life. 
Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 

 
Breathe your Spirit upon your Church. Make it the living body of Jesus in the 

world. In Word and Sacrament, and by deeds of mercy and forgiveness, let it 
share your life and grace with all who are held captive to sin, evil and death. 

Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 
  

Breathe your Spirit upon your persecuted servants throughout the world. 
Revive their faith and knit them into an undying fellowship with Jesus and 

with one another. By their courageous witness and their patient suffering, 
glorify your Name and turn many hearts to repentant faith. 

Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 

 
Breathe your Spirit upon all missionaries, pastors, and theologians. By their 

faithful preaching and acts of charity, grant life and salvation to those who 
walk in the valley of the shadow of death. 

Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 
 

Breathe your Spirit upon this congregation, so that our worship, words, and 
deeds abound with the fruits of that Spirit. Fill us with Jesus and give us 

grace to share his life with everyone we meet. 
Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 

 
Breathe your Spirit upon all to whom death draws near, especially those who 

die alone or unloved. Grant them serenity, faith, and reconciliation with you 
and with family. Bless them with the mercy and grace promised by your Son 

to any who will receive him. Give a double portion of your Spirit to hospice 

workers and to all who care for the dying. 
Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 

 
  

Breathe your Spirit upon all who lead the nations, especially our own. Fill 
them with wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the 

Lord; and joy in doing your will. Help them work for the welfare of their 
people. Give your grace and peace to us all. 

Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 
 

  
Breathe your Spirit upon all who risk their lives to defend life and liberty. 

Keep them faithful, true, and bold. Shield and direct them in perilous 



situations. Raise and heal them when they fall. Deliver them into a place of 
safety when their task has ended. 

Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 
 

Breathe your Spirit upon all who all who suffer, including Pr. David Andreae, 
Amy Cooper, Claire Littlefield, Tammy Littlefield, Delores Rodela, and Taya 

Zitleman. As Jesus raised up Lazarus from death, we beseech you, raise up 
these dear and restore them to their loved ones. 

Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 
 

Holy and gracious Father, thank you for calling your faithful servants by 
name, out of death and into your eternal life. Breathe your Spirit upon us, 

for we are still troubled by the sin, death, and the devil. Give us grace to 
comfort, encourage, and help each other along life’s road. Grant us faith to 

confess your Son as the Resurrection and the Life, the One who has come 

into the world to bring us salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 

 
 


